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A message from the
P R E S I D E N T

Happy New Year!  

Since the first 
part of 2018 has 
seen record breaking 
cold, the warmth and
conviviality within
the walls of the 
Curling Club have
been just as notable!

We may have been between sessions,
but we have already installed fresh
ice, offered a stickers training session,
had the “ring in the New Year”
Ladies All-American, hosted the
Archie Bruce friendly with Ardsley,
conducted play downs for the fall
session league championships, signed
up for Spring curling, Yankee Swap,
Founders Cup championship and 
rejoiced to have 5 of our Junior
curlers earn spots in the 2018 U18
National Championships to be held
in Bemidji, MN in February! Please
enjoy the articles within this news-
letter which provide the details of
many of these events.

The Board of Directors meets
each month to ensure the smooth
running of our club. Decisions are
made regarding the maintenance 
of our facility; development of new
programs to encourage the sport of
curling; promoting and supporting
our Youth. In addition, there are 
numerous committees meeting
throughout the season to consider
our fiscal health, training programs,
ice maintenance, promoting our
Club to the community through
learn to curl programs, Olympic
awareness, our Wheel Chair curlers
who represent us on the national
AND International ice. My sincere

Cathy Offinger

(continued on page 5)

Neither bomb cyclone nor hurricane force winds nor an iced 
over parking lot could stop 33 intrepid Cape Cod Women Curlers
from competing in a condensed 2018 USWCA-sponsored Ladies 
All American bonspiel, "Ringing in 2018" on January 5th and 6th.

Eight teams competed over two days and four draws. At the end
of play, two teams, Ring Masters (Meghan Lino, Deb Sawka, Kathy
Maloney & Sandy Nelson) and Lord of the Rings (Jamie Hutchinson,
Brigitta Brandt, Andrea Lousararian & Eileen Sullivan) were tied
with undefeated records. The tiebreaker was determined by a points
calculation based on ends taken and rocks scored over the bonspiel.
Lord of the Rings edged out Ring Master by 0.2 points, the equivalent
of two scored rocks.  Congratulations, Lord of the Rings, our 2018
USWCA Ladies All American champions!

Thanks to the ice crew and all others who supported the spiel.
Thanks to all who competed and contributed to the fun and laugh-
ter!  Check out Sandy McAra's additional photos on the Curling
Club Facebook page. 

Ladies’
ALL   AMERICAN★

The Clown was too
funny in center ring!Andrea Lousarar

ian, 

Jamie Hutchinson
 (skip), 

Eileen Sullivan a
nd 

Brigitta Brandt 

were joyful winne
rs.

“Rings of Fire” lit the place up 
during award festivities!

It was all about the “rings!”Even teething rings with our ladies in diapers!

from Carolyn Ryczek



Archie Bruce Friendly
Brian Pijanowski, Men’s League Manager

The “spirit of curling” was on full dis-
play as we welcomed the Ardsley Curling
Club team on January 6th and 7th for
the Archie Bruce Friendly. This event was
first played in 2002 and play alternates
yearly between Cape Cod and Ardsley,
located just north of New York City on
the Hudson River. 

The late Archie Bruce was a past President of our 
club and past Treasurer of Ardsley Curling Club. We were
honored by the presence of Archie’s spouse, Shirley Bruce,
at this year’s get-together, and entertained by a 1995 video
featuring many Cape Cod curlers in their younger days.

The competition consisted of 3 games each on Satur-
day afternoon and Sunday morning. Scoring was a simple
stone count with Ardsley winning the Saturday games by
just two stones. The overall match went to the wire as
Cape Cod battled back on Sunday to beat Ardsley by four
stones to regain the Archie Bruce trophy by a very narrow
49 to 47 score.

The weekend featured great cuisine prepared by Chef
Phil Bruce and served by volunteers from the Cape Cod
Men’s League. The Friendly coordinator, Gordon Waring,
served as the overall event manager. We would like to
thank all the curlers and volunteers for continuing this 
annual tradition with our Ardsley friends.

from Will Gerlach & Artie Howe

Our Y    uthCurlers

Five Headed to the National Finals!

Nick Cenzalli, 
Caleb Gartner, 
William Gerlach, 
Marius Kleinas and 
Anna Cenzalli, 
all headed to the 
Nationals after 
their performance 
in Maryland.

Potomac Curling Club hosted the GNCC Under 
18 Playdowns, for the right to compete in the National
Tournament in Bemidgi, MN on February 20-25.

Our curling club was proudly represented by five
curlers playing on three teams: Team Gartner with
Caleb Gartner, William Gerlach and Nick Cenzalli, all
from Cape Cod. Team Dudt, had Anna Cenzalli curling
from our club, while Marius Kleinas was playing with
Team Clausen.

When all was done on Sunday, every one of our
Cape curlers was headed to the Nationals! Team Clau-
son won the GNCC Championship. Team Dudt was
the ultimate winner in the Women’s Championship 
and Team Gartner placed an impressive second on the
Men’s side, after being seeded 4th. All five Cape players
had their tickets punched to the National’s... 
well done indeed!

Team Gartner, it should be noted, deserve congratula-
tions after being honored with the Eydie Savett Sports-
manship Award as voted by their peers.

Late results from Plainfield Junior Spiel
Our Juniors have done it again! The Competitive bracket 
at the weekend spiel of 1/13-14 included 5 of the same
teams from Playdowns and our Juniors came out on top
again. Team Dudt went undefeated (4-0) to take the 
championship. Team Gartner fought hard and dug deep 

to take third place in the event.

Welcome New Curlers!
from Cathy Offinger

It is wonderful to see new faces in the club and know
that people continue to be bitten by the curling bug!  
I want to personally welcome those of you who went
through the fall 2016 and 2017 Learn to Curl Sessions.
I know most of you are curling in one or more leagues.
Those of you from the 2016 sessions are pros already! 

To all club members – please be sure to make our
new members feel welcome!

2016
Barbara & Ed Connolly
Ann & David Forsberg
Maura McCarthy
Peter Mili
Lisa & Ross Palioca
Billy Sullivan
Candace Teixeira
Chuck Teixeira

2017
Kerry Bissonnette
Lauri Bissonnette
Linda Boardman
Sharon Cicchetti

Amy & Derek Croteau
Justin Drakos
William Ferzoco
Terry & Tim Gallagher
Andrea & Chris Geld-
macher
Nichole Graham
Martha Hoff
Kathleen Hurlie
Jean Johnston
Megan Nichols
Fred & Tricia Palmer
Glen Savoy
Paul Sheerin
Kaleigh Sullivan



2017 Chrismix Bonspiel
from Bill Gallagher

The 2017 Chrismix Bonspiel turned out
to be a great success. The Chrismix Bonspiel
is an annual in-house event that celebrates
the Christmas season and spirit, and is one
of the most enjoyable events of the year.
The 2017 event was hosted and run by the
Thursday 4:00 pm Open League. 

In keeping with tradition, the Spiel
Committee picked Christmas Movies as the
theme for this year’s event and made up 14
teams from those who registered and gave
each the name of a classic Christmas movie.
Participants were encouraged to deck them-
selves out in support of their assigned movie.

In addition to a traditional Christmas
trivia contest, and ugliest (or most beautiful
if you prefer) sweater contest, there was
also a Jewish Trivia Contest in memory of a
great club member, Gary Block who passed
away suddenly this year, and was a great
supporter and participant in the Chrismix
Bonspiel over the years. It was great remem-
bering Gary this way, and fitting given his 
great sense of humor and self-deprecation.

The Chrismix is run from Thursday evening till
Sunday at noon, and is followed Sunday night by the
annual Club Christmas Dinner, when winner are 
announced and prizes passed out.

The following are the results of this
year’s Chrismix Bonspiel:
First event winner: A Christmas Carol, 
Joe Cammarano, Marinna Martini, Bryan
Hamilton, Julie Brown.
First event finalist: White Christmas, Meghan
Lino, David Uhl, Beth Howard, Mark Riedesel.
Second event winner: Holiday Inn, John Howard,
Kathleen Harlow, Bob Reed, Peter Rohner.
Second event finalist: Elf, Frank Balas, Peter
Brown, Jane Hannon, Ross Palioca.
Third event winner: A Christmas Story, Todd
Benedict, Al Duester, Donna Pijanowski, Lisa
Palioca.
Third event finalist:Miracle on 34th Street, 
Barbara Enos, Joe Tamucci, Barbara Sheerin,
Tim Gallagher.
Fourth event winner: Polar Express, Frank Sylvia,
Nathan Adams, Candice St. Martin, Barbara
Thomson.
Fourth event finalist: Bell’s of St. Mary’s, Cathy
Uhl, Tom Azarovitz, Will Gerlach, Paul Rogers

Team Bells of St. Mary’s were brilliant in winning
the Chanukah trivia contest.

Thanks to all the members of the Thursday 4pm
league who helped make this event a great time.

Davis Uhl won the
Ugliest Sweater Contest

Sunday Night Philip Baybutt Bud Vana Patricia Oakley Susan Verner
Monday 4pm Glenn Amaral Peter Clark Mary Kraszeski Peter Rohner
Monday Night Krista Longnecker Gabriele Bruce Mark Boardman Amy Henderson
Men’s John Kenney George Bagley Joe Tamucci James Newton
Wednesday 4pm Tom Azarovitz Al Duester Davin Windsor Walter Baggett
Competitive George Bagley Scott Tynell Mike Gavin Chris Miller Mark Boardman
Thursday 9am Joe Tamucci Jeanie Yaroch Jerry Galick Terry Kirby
Thursday 4pm Steve Mojo Eric Robillard John Woods Billy Sullivan
Ladies Natalie Galligan Francesca Delle Femine Lynn Parks Lillie Baggett
Saturday Morning Katie Murphy Mark Riedesel Brody Gerlach William Gerlach
Scrod League Will Gerlach James Woodworth Nancy Bennett Lisa Palioca

LEAGUE WINNERS – FIRST HALF 2017-2018

Final Results • Fall 2017 CurlingEach year in January we honor those people who
had the vision and foresight to start a curling club in
Falmouth with the Founder’s Cup. The Founder’s
Cup serves as the championship event for the winners
of the fall curling leagues. In the week leading up to
the final event, hard-fought games were played to de-
termine who has the privilege to play on center ice on
Saturday afternoon. This year, the winners of the

Thursday afternoon league (Steve Mojo, Eric Robil-
lard, John Woods, and Billy Sullivan) played against
the winners of the Wednesday afternoon league (Tom
Azarovitz, Al Duester, Davin Windsor and Walter
Baggett). The game came down to the skip rocks in
the eighth end and Steve Mojo’s team won the Cup.
Following curling, everyone enjoyed the dinner put on
by Joe Tamucci and the Thursday morning league. 

LATE N
EWS!

Founder’s Cup Results
Team Mojo edges Team Azarovitz on Center Ice

from Krista Longnecker



Frozen Cooling Tower Challenges 
even the Hearty Ice Crew

Keeping the ice ready is quite a science. So much so that many clubs employ a full time 
“Ice Man” to ensure a playable surface. We do not.Our volunteers on the crew work long

hours behind the scenes, yet sometimes things don’t go as planned. What follows 
describes a recent situation that pressed the Ice Crew into extreme duty during what 
would usually be a traditional mid-season ice melt prior to a second season of curling. 

What started out smoothly, quickly turned into a
fire drill. It took twice as long this year to get the sur-
face melted due to the frigid outside temperatures 
creating a much colder than normal ice shed. But the
crew patiently waited over two days for the top 1/8th
of the surface to become water.

Then, the compressors were turned back on to re-
freeze the ice, with the intent of creating a new level
surface. But gremlins were at work, and after about
five minutes those big compressors abruptly shut
down. A high temperature shutoff switch had signaled
that the 25’ high cooling tower outside the building
was not sending cool water through the compressors.

It was found that the 6” pipes running up, into and
from the high tower were frozen solid. Backflow valves
in the pipes within the building were also clogged,
preventing any water from draining back into the tank
when the compressors turned off. Bill Gallagher, 
our invaluable Ice Man, with assistance from Jack 
Mahoney, Glen Amaral and Artie Howe, battled the
extreme 12 degree outdoor conditions and began to
wrap electric heat wires around the external pipes 
on the tower attempting to thaw them. 

With little success, Northstar Electric was called
while our crew worked on other  attempts to remedy
the situation. After two hours, Northstar arrived with
an enormous tarp which our crew hoisted up and over

the tower, enclosing it
from the frigid wind and
temperatures. A torpedo
gas propane heater was
placed under the tarp and
the slow warming process
began. After about two
hours, the big pipes
slowly melted and at last,
water flowed and the
compressors were started! 
Glycol flowed through
the cooling pipes below
the ice, and a
new playing sur-
face was frozen,
ready for many
surface scrapes 
in preparation for
second half play.

This is just
one example of
volunteerism at 
our club. There 
are many, many others where we all find our own
ways to pitch in. Each of us should take pride in 
what we contribute, making this great sport 
affordable and truly a family-like affair. 

Jack climbs up the
tower in 12o tem-
peratures, then into
the tower to wrap
the frozen pipes. as
Glenn steadies the
ladder from below.

by Artie Howe

The Wheelers
from Tony Colacchio

Wheelchair Team USA pictured above with Wheelchair Team Slovakia in Bratislava Slovakia 
as we train prior to our competition in Finland the week of January 15th. GO TEAM USA!



Washashore Results
by Dick O’Connor

Our 3rd annual Washashore Bonspiel took place
on December 16th. Ten teams made up of club
members paired with 19 newly-graduated “learn-
to-curl” members took to the ice in the one-day 
in-house point spiel. Each team played two 6-end
games and taking the trophy for first place was 
Team Rolling Stones: Andrea Woods, skip; John
Woods, vice; Glenn Savoy, second; Linda Boardman,
lead. The Washashore dual focus is providing new
curlers with the experience of a bonspiel as well as
introducing them to the membership. It continues to
be a fun event for all involved and we look forward
to our newbies becoming active club members.

Many thanks to the volunteers from the 4:00
league which hosted the event and additional shout
outs to Kathy Colgan and Joe Tamucci for their 
assistance as well as both the bar and ice crews.

STICKERSversus
SLIDERS

from Krista Longnecker

The Stickers versus
Sliders bonspiel was
played out in November,
and a good time was had
by all who participated.
There were six teams of 
both sliders and stick
curlers in the competition.
Games were played Friday
night and Saturday. The
final outcome was deter-
mined by the total stones.
A Saturday dinner was
cooked by the Ottaviano’s.
The sliders won the event.

Hmmm…something 
is wrong! That last para-
graph comes from the
archives and describes
the event in its first year,
almost ten years ago in 2008. The consistency of 
this event over time is remarkable given all the other
changes at our club. In 2017, the McCarthy’s cooked 
a delicious dinner of chicken breasts with a mushroom
sauce. Otherwise, the only other detail that has
changed is that the stickers won the 2017 event.

Thanks to George Bagley and the Monday night
league for running this year’s Sticks versus Sliders
event.

98 year old Ralph Vaccaro was 
an inspiration for the Stickers 
who defeated the Sliders again
in one of our most spirited events.

Morning Curling
from Darryl Christensen

President’s Message (continued from page 1)

thanks to the Board and to all the members who give
their precious off-ice time to make this Club run so
smoothly. The Club truly is its Membership – you!  

While we still are shivering with these bitter cold
temperatures, it is time to turn our attention to the
SummerSpiels. Overall SummerSpiel Chairman Mike
Minior has put out the call for people to raise their
hands and volunteer for the Spiels. Our Mixed Spiel
is first on the agenda - it is well-known and well-
loved by many throughout the curling world. We
want to continue the tradition of offering our guests a
fun, competitive and delicious time on Cape Cod!
Please consider this request – let Mike or me know of
your interest.

Someone recently remarked that I am President of
a Juggernaut…I could not agree more - it continues
to be my privilege to serve in this capacity for you!

Best wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year!
My best to each of you!

Cathy

The Ray Maguire Bonspiel is an annual event pitting
teams of morning curlers against each other. This year it
was held the mornings of Jan 8, 10 and 11. Five teams
competed by playing each of the other teams in a round
robin points format. The final games pitted the two
teams with the highest
point scores against each
other for first and second
place and the two teams
with the next highest
scores against each other
for 3rd place. 

The winning team 
was Richard O’Connor
(skip), Steve Mojo (vice),
Maura McCarthy (2nd),
and Jean Johnson (lead).
The second place team was Mike Minior (skip), Barbara
Enos (vice), Bob Kleinrath (2nd), and Tim Gallagher
(lead).  The game was close coming down to the last
stone of the last end.  Coming in third was the team of
Glenn Amaral (skip), Bob Reed (vice), Beth Howard
(2nd), and Dave Benton (lead). 

As usual everyone pitched in to help from pebbling
and nipping to setting up and cleaning up.  A luncheon
was held following the awards ceremony and a great time
was had by all. 

Dick O’Connor, Steve Mojo, 
Maura McCarthy and Jean Johnson
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And the answer is: Ken Voorhees

We wear them skiing. We wear them cycling. We
know all about concussions and the dangers of head in-
juries. But then we walk around on a sheet of ice and run
up and down chasing curling rocks – all without head
protection. Some wear helmets. Some wear small “Richie
rolls” which may provide some help – if the cap does not
fly off when you are flailing backwards onto the ice. But a
vast majority wear no protective gear.

The fact is, there is stigma about wearing protective
gear among curlers, just as there once was among skiers
and cyclists. Recognizing this, a couple of years ago Gold-
line developed a line of protective gear that might be ac-
ceptable to curlers. It designed a series of caps, hats and
head bands that have a protective component con-
structed of the same materials as bicycle helmets sewn
into the back. Several people at the club wear them, al-
though you are not likely to know it as they look like nor-
mal head wear.

In the store you can find samples of most of these
items and a large poster which shows all of these items
and the available sizes. If we do not have what you want,
just ask and we can order it. Or if you find something by
another manufacturer, just let us know.  

At this point we do not stock helmets, although they
would provide the best protection. [Studies indicate one
third of all falls result in head injuries and, of those, two
thirds involve injury to the back of the head – a helmet
would protect against the one third involving front and
side impacts as well.] At this time members simply go to
a local sporting goods store to try several types to find
one they prefer. If you have any thoughts about helmets
that we could stock, please let us know. 

Good SAFE curling!

from Bob and Kathy Reed

It’s the flu season! Remember to 
take all precautions not to spread 
germs when visiting the club. 

Cape Cod Curling Club won Wintershield for the
2017-2018 season. This is an inter-club ladies league
competition between Broomstones, Cape Cod, Nashua
and The Country Club. Three teams (12 ladies) from
each club play five games each against the opposing
clubs. The 8-end matches were played on Wednesday
mornings and rotated  between clubs. The games 
started the last week of October and ended mid-January.

Both Cape Cod and Broomstones were tied at 
16 points entering the final match held Wednesday,
January 10th in Nashua. In the end, the Cape Cod
teams prevailed. Final points earned for the season
were: 20 Cape Cod, 18 Broomstones, 12 The Country
Club, and 10 Nashua.  Scoring is based on points: 
2 points for a win, 1 point for a tie, and zero points 
for loss. Each club has the potential to earn 30 points 
(5 games times 2 points per team).  Cape Cod won 
9 games and tied 2 games for a total of 20 points.

Wintershield started in 1963. Past clubs included
Brae Burn, Weston, Wellesley, and Winchester. In 1987
Cape Cod joined the league and has brought the trophy
home four times. Its first win was season 2011-12, 
followed by 2013-14, 2014-15, and this year 2017-18.

Congratulations to the Wintershield Ladies of 
2017-2018: Carol Arakelian, Martha Balas, Mary 
Colacchio, Barbara Enos, Penny Gallagher, Paula Howe,
Jamie Hutchinson, Cathy Offinger, Donna Pijanowski,
Linda Pistilli, Carolyn Ryczek, Renee Voorhees (sub),
and Coco Wellington.

(Front row) Mary Colacchio, Carol Arakelian,  and Linda 
Pistilli;  (rear) Carolyn Ryczek, Penny Gallagher, Barbara Enos,
Paula Howe, and Cathy Offinger. 

Wintershield Trophy comes
back to Cape Cod

From Carol Arakelian


